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CONNECTING THE DOTS

What the East Corridor’s recent stories reveal about the next stage of growth.

The East Corridor’s story is becoming clearer. Across our recent reporting, the same questions keep
returning: Can the land be used? Can it be serviced? Who pays? And which businesses turn that
capacity into lasting economic activity?

These questions connect Beyond Strathmore (012), The Power Question (013), Who Pays for Growth?
(014) and The Economy Behind the Track (015). Together, they offer a way to read the region beyond
individual announcements.

A new milestone brings the pattern into focus

Rocky View County’s October 16 announcement reports that the Airport Trail-Stoney Trail Stage 2
interchange opened to partial traffic on October 13. Full opening is expected by early November. The
roughly $37 million project combines provincial and Genesis funding and strengthens access
between the airport area and CN Calgary Logistics Park. [1]

ECI's reading: this is a tangible example of access and funding coming together. It also sharpens the
question for other corridor projects: what still has to happen before their next phase can operate?

INSIDE THIS EDITION
The reporting thread, page 2 / The milestone watch, page 3
What it means for the corridor and sources, page 4

A publication of Pratum Media | Lori Olijnyk, Publisher EastCorridorinsider.com | 1/4


https://www.rockyview.ca/news-and-events/news/government-alberta-and-genesis-land-invest-37-million-complete-airport-trail
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THE REPORTING THREAD

Different projects. A shared set of dependencies.

Our recent editions have followed distinct sectors and places. The connection is the sequence of
decisions that makes growth possible. That sequence can overlap, stall or change as a project
advances.

012 + 013 | Land establishes possibility. Power sets a test.

Goldfinch Technology Park brought the discussion east into Wheatland County. Diode Ventures says
August land-use approvals established a framework for the proposed park, with engineering,
infrastructure planning and further regulatory work still ahead. The developer also identifies
electricity planning and interconnection as continuing work. [2]

Alberta’s project listing likewise describes Goldfinch as proposed and records its submission to AESO
for power-related approvals as of Q3 2026. [3] The connection: a planning milestone can advance a
site while leaving the timing and terms of usable electricity unresolved. A proposed power
arrangement still needs its own evidence.

014 | Infrastructure needs both capital and a user.

The Goldfinch raw-water system provides a useful distinction. Wheatland County reports water being
supplied to CGC, including for commissioning work. Its posted updates also identify contractor
receivership and bonding-agency work to complete construction. Service to one user and completion
of the broader project are separate milestones. [4]

At Prairie Economic Gateway, Calgary describes phased utility and road work through 2031. The
Canada Infrastructure Bank describes its role as advisory, including due diligence and exploration of
financing options. [5] [6] The connection: a partner’s involvement matters, but the scope and terms
of its commitment matter just as much.

015 | The operating economy deserves its own lens.

Highfield’'s agreement to acquire Century Downs and Century Mile’s racing and gaming operations
remains subject to closing conditions and regulatory approvals, with closing expected in late 2026 or
early 2027. [7] Century'’s filing identifies VICI subsidiaries as owners of the underlying real estate. [8]

The connection: ownership of an operating business, control of land and investment in new facilities
are different stories. For the corridor, existing businesses and their supplier relationships belong
alongside new development in the growth conversation.
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https://www.diodeventures.com/insights/goldfinch-technology-park-reaches-land-use-milestone-in-wheatland-county
https://majorprojects.alberta.ca/details/Goldfinch-Technology-Park/12205
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/goldfinch-raw-water-line/
https://www.calgary.ca/planning/prairie-economic-gateway/infrastructure-upgrades.html
https://cib-bic.ca/en/projects/trade-and-transport/prairie-economic-gateway/
https://highfieldig.ca/highfield-investment-group-to-acquire-century-downs-and-century-mile/
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/911147/000091114726000047/cnty-20260924x8k.htm
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CORRIDOR MILESTONE WATCH

Follow the next piece of evidence.

This watch separates the documented position from the milestone ECI will look for next. It is an
editorial tracking framework, rather than a ranking of projects or a forecast of completion.

STORY

Airport Trail /
Stoney Trail

Goldfinch
Technology Park

Goldfinch
raw-water system

Prairie Economic
Gateway

Century Downs /
Century Mile

DOCUMENTED POSITION

Partial opening reported; full opening
expected in early November. [1]

Land-use framework approved; further
planning, regulatory and electricity work
identified. [2, 3]

County reports supply to CGC;
completion work and contractor issues
also appear in posted updates. [4]

Phased infrastructure programme; CIB
advisory and financing assessment
work. [5, 6]

Agreement for operating businesses;
conditions and regulatory approvals
remain. [7, 8]

NEXT EVIDENCE TO WATCH

Confirmation of full opening and the
remaining traffic movements.

A defined first phase, applicable
permits and an evidenced
power-delivery path.

Updated completion status, remaining
deficiencies and the Speargrass
connection.

Specific funding agreements,
procurement awards and construction
milestones by component.

Closing announcement and any
confirmed operating or
capital-investment plans.

The strongest signal is alignment: an identified user,
usable services, committed funding and a credible
delivery schedule.

ECl’s interpretation: progress becomes easier to assess when each announcement is tied to a named

responsibility and a measurable next step. A project may move forward on one front while another

remains open.
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CORRIDOR INTELLIGENCE

What this means for the East Corridor

For businesses, the practical question is when a location can support an operation: access,
utilities, workforce and suppliers all affect that answer. For landowners and developers, a
neighbouring announcement is a reason to investigate the actual service area and delivery
conditions. For municipalities, the same projects raise questions about sequencing capital
spending and future service obligations.

The corridor also has several economic layers. Industrial and digital proposals sit alongside
logistics, established manufacturing, agriculture, racing and hospitality. Their relationships
are worth reporting; their benefits still need to be demonstrated through operating activity,
purchasing, employment and investment.

The editorial thread ahead: follow the hand-offs. From land-use approval to permits. From an
infrastructure plan to a funded contract. From a connection proposal to available capacity.
From a signed acquisition agreement to a completed transaction. These are the points where
the region’s larger ambitions become concrete.

Sources & reporting notes

Research checked October 18, 2026 for the October 20 edition. Project descriptions are attributed to the
organizations below; ECI’s connections and implications are editorial analysis. Expected dates remain subject to
change. Numbered references throughout the edition are clickable.

1. Rocky View County | Airport Trail-Stoney Trail interchange, October 16, 2026.
2. Diode Ventures | Goldfinch land-use milestone, September 3, 2026.

3. Alberta Major Projects | Goldfinch Technology Park; Q3 2026 status.

4. Wheatland County | Goldfinch Raw Water Line; posted project updates and FAQ.
5. City of Calgary | Prairie Economic Gateway off-site infrastructure and phasing.

6. Canada Infrastructure Bank | Prairie Economic Gateway advisory role.

7. Highfield Investment Group | Acquisition agreement, October 1, 2026.

8. Century Casinos | Form 8-K, filed September 29, 2026; transaction and real estate.
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